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MEMBER FOR MINDARIE 
Health Problem - Personal Explanation 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [3.04 pm] - by leave:  It has been widely reported in the media in the past few 
days that I have been diagnosed with T-cell lymphoma, which is a white blood cell cancer.  There is no known 
cause for it and no known cure.  The progress of the disease is also unknown.  As the medical practitioners of 
this chamber will know, it will progress either slowly or quickly.  It was diagnosed only a fortnight ago.  Last 
week my dermatologist invited me to the Western Australian College of Dermatologists at Fremantle Hospital, 
where - no slur on the Premier - they were of the opinion that my disease was galloping!  As a result of the 
acceleration, I was kindly referred by the WA College of Dermatologists to the leaders in the field in Melbourne, 
where I attended last Friday.  It was recommended that I return for assessment later this week. 
Before I enter treatment, I take this opportunity to place on the public record a number of thanks.  Firstly, I thank 
members of the community and the public who have taken the time to write, e-mail and telephone me to wish me 
well.  These expressions of support have been of particular comfort to my beautiful wife, who is in the gallery 
this afternoon.  She needs support through this process.  It has been of particular comfort to her.  She has been a 
wonderful support to me. 

I also extend my sincere thanks to members of Parliament and of this chamber who have taken the time to 
express their support to me.  I will mention a few in particular.  I thank the Premier for his kind words on 
television last Saturday.  I saw them as I flew in from Melbourne.  They were of particular comfort to my wife 
and family.  I also extend my sincere thanks to the leader of opposition business in the house, the member for 
Hillarys.  I also thank the opposition Whip, the member for Roe.  They have taken the time to assure me that 
they will seek to accommodate me in what pairing I need to fly to the eastern states for treatment.  I also extend 
my thanks to Hon Peter Collier.  It is a matter of public record that, on matters politic, I did not miss him in my 
attack when I stood in this chamber.  It is perhaps a measure of the goodwill that extends outside the chambers 
that he sought me out and offered me all his support.  He told me that his family would be thinking of my family.  
I offer him and his family my sincere thanks. 

I have only a little concern about the political reaction to all this.  When I broke my news to some of my 
colleagues, two of them started to eye off my margin in Mindarie!  Well, only two owned up to that!  That was 
of slight concern.  I will not name names, but they come from Collie and Albany! 

When I travelled to the eastern states and was seen at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre last Friday, it was for 
testing.  The media got wind of where I was - I do not blame them for that; the jungle drums were beating.  My 
wife had my mobile telephone and had to field calls from the media.  I am told by my wife that, without 
exception, they were very kind and sympathetic to her.  I thank Robert Taylor, Karen Brown, Colleen Egan and 
Peter Kennedy for the kind manner in which they dealt with my wife when they were doing their professional 
duty last Friday.   

The disease I have is a bit tricky to diagnose.  I thank my dermatologist, Dr Swarbrick, who got on to it so 
quickly 14 days ago.  I also thank the Western Australian College of Dermatologists.  Twenty-five of them 
examined me last Tuesday night to confirm the diagnosis, including the brother of the member for Girraween.  
They sent me to Melbourne.  I particularly thank Mr Chris McCormack, the leading dermatologist in Melbourne 
in this field, who saw me at short notice at St Vincent’s Hospital clinic last Friday.  I also thank Associate 
Professor Miles Prince, a brilliant scientist, who practises at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre.  He is a 
medical oncologist and dermatologist.  I also wish to acknowledge and thank my oncology nurse, Ms Karena 
Hanlon, for her confident and calm professionalism.  Associate Professor Prince has indicated to me that, while 
there is no known cure, there is an experimental drug.  I told my colleagues in the party room this morning that a 
trial had been run on laboratory rats.  I hope I do not fall into that category!  They are also conducting trials on 
three human beings.  They are now moving to trial the program internationally on an additional 160 humans, and 
they have allocated 10 places at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, to which I will return tomorrow evening 
for a series of tests on Thursday.  Following the results of those tests, I will be told whether I will be admitted to 
the program.  The program will require me to return to Melbourne on a weekly basis for drug infusion over a 
five-hour period.  I am told the program will have some nasty side effects.  I thought one of them would involve 
baldness, but a couple of others have been stored up for me!  I have signed a consent that all of the information 
that may be gathered from this experimental program apposite to my body be remitted to Western Australia.  
This is a rare form of cancer, although it is growing in incidence for some reason; it must be due to something in 
our environment.  The Minister for Health has announced in this chamber that the Health Department of Western 
Australia intends to set up a cancer centre in Western Australia.  I certainly hope that what may be learnt from 
the administration of this experimental drug to me will be of benefit to other Western Australians in future years.  
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I will need to go to Melbourne once a week for drug infusion, although I am told they will give me a rest every 
three or four weeks.  I have asked for how long, and they have said they will let me know after six or nine 
months.  That means I will be out of town and absent from this chamber for at least one day a week.  Therefore, 
if members see either the member for Albany or the member for Collie-Wellington sitting in my seat while I am 
out of town, I ask them to kindly remind those members that I am absent just for a lube and oil check; I have not 
croaked it yet.   

I once again thank my wife for her unstinting support.  She is my rock.  I thank my family.  I thank all those 
people who have contacted me to wish me well.  I particularly thank my colleagues in this chamber.  As I face 
this little test, I am sure I do not need to remind members in this chamber that at the start of the session this 
afternoon we prayed together.  It is not a poem.  It is a prayer.  It contains the words “Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven”.  In respect of my circumstances, let God’s will be done.  I thank members very much for their 
time. 

[Applause.] 
 


